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.M{lyn .Mamvro 
STONES OF OUR MOTHERLAND 

EARTH ENERGIES* ANCIENT STONES* SACRED SITES* PAGANISM* LEYPATHS 
CORNISH PRE-HISTORY & CULTURE* M.EGALITHIC MYSTERIES* LEGENDS & FOLKLORE 

The big topic this Summer has been the proposed grazing by cattle of Nine Maidens 
Common in West Penwith. This proposal was put fo1ward by tl}e Nine Maidens Common­
ers, and supported by Natural England, the HEATH Project, the National Trust and Historic 
Environment Service. Lined up on the other side were the newly-formed Group, led by Ian 
Cooke. called Save Penwith Moors. CASPN (Cornish Ancient Sites Protection Network) 
looked at the Proposals and agreed to support Option 1, which allows for some cattle grids 
and low-impact stockproof fencing, but retains the feel of the Common which would 
generally remain open and unfenced. The benefits would include a reduction in the 
ever-encroaching gorse and bracken, which are choking many of the ancient barrows on the 
Common; reservations were a fear that cattle might destabalise the stones of the circle and 
erode the ground around it, negating the remedial work that has recently been done there. 
On balance though CASPN felt that this was a Project that was worth supporting. 

When the document went for public consultation feelings ran high, particularly with 
the Save Penwith Moors group. There was on-going correspondence in 'The Comishman ', 
with some people opposed to the Proposals but others in support. Save Penwith Moors 
produced a leaflet, which some people thought misleading, as it played on public fears of 
restricted access to the Moors and electric fencing, neither of which were being proposed 
under Option 1. Things started to turn a bit sour when Ian then publicly accused CASPN of 
being influenced in its decision by representatives on its Management Team who had a 
vested interest in promoting the Project. He also resigned as Adopt-a-Site Monitor for sites 
in the Nine Maidens Down area. CASPN issued the following statement in response: 
"CASPN consists of 17 members on its Management Team, from a wide variety of groups 
and organisations, of whom only 3 represent Engl ish Heritage, the Historic Environment 
Service & the National Trust. There are no representatives from Natural England or the 
HEATH Project. We believe CASPN to be a completely objective and independent body, 
whose only care are the ancient sites and their protection. CASPN utterly refute any 
allegations of bias; it looked at the Nine Maidens Common proposals in detail and 
discussed them in depth, and were unanimous in supporting Option I of the consultation, 
which simply provides for cattle grids and minimal stock proof fencing. The benefits would 
be control of the ever-encroaching gorse and bracken that chokes many of the ancient 
barrows there, and a disincentive to off-road vehicles who illegally ride on the moors. 
CASPN recognises that there are a variety of views about the proposals, some very strongly 
held, and will continue to discuss the situation and review its position, but at present sees 
no reason to change its initial assessment of the proposals." The debate continues! 
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NOTICEBOARD ISSN: 0966-5897 

SOCIETY OF LEY HUNTERS 
MOOT in W :Cornwall Sept 6th­
l Oth Site visits & evening talks (by 
Cheryl Straffon, Andy Norfolk & 
Bart O'Farrell)Details:O 1650-531354 

WEST CQRNWALL DOWSERS 
1 

Sun Sept 28th - St.Agnes Beacon 
Sun Oct 26th - Halligye fogou & 
Poldowrian (Lizard) 
Sun Nov 9th & Dec lth [TBA] 
All at 11 am. More details phone 
01326-280681 or e-mail: 
westcornwalldowsers@yahoo.co. uk 

CELTIC DOWSERS 
Sun Oct 26th l l am Helman Tor & 
local sites (SX06 l 61 7) 
More details phone 01209-212864 or 
e-mail: lanyjen@hotmail.co.uk 

TAMAR DOWSING GROUP 
Sun Sept 2lst - St.George's Island, 
Looe (Tel: 01566 774902 to book) 
Sun Nov J 6th - Talk by Andy 
Norfolk ' Songlines of Cornwall' 
North Hill Village Hall 2.15pm 
More details see web site: 
www.tamar-dowsers.co. uk 

~\\\\Ill /AYJI\\ 
ANCIENT SITES CLEAR-UPS 

Sun Sept 14th Nine Maidens Barrows l 
Sun Oct J 9th Bosullow Trehyllis 
C 'yard House settlement 
Sun Nov 9th Bodrifty Settlement I 
Sun Dec 7th Ballowall Banow, St.Just 
All at 2pm. For further details contact 
Dave Munday on 01736-787230 
dave@cornishancientsites. corn 

CORNWALL'S 18th NEW AGE 1 

FESTIVAL Nov 21st-24th 
Sands Resort, Watergate, Newquay 
80 talks, workshops & concerts 
Programme (enclose SAE) from: 
65 Porth Bean Rd, Newquay 

Tel: 01637-873024 

Sat Dec 20th - evening Penzance 
Montol procession & hilltop fire 
with Penglaze. 
Details: 07870920463 
Sun Dec 2lst CEMG 
Meet at 4pm to see winter solstice 
sunset at ChUn Quoit, followed by 

·Yule storytelling at Whitewaves. 

~ 

Bring food & drink to share and 
perhaps a story to tell? 
Further details: 01736-787186 

~d!a[t( ~' !~\ 
PAGAN MOOTS 

Penzance - 2nd Tues each month 
7.15pm Stella Maris Healing Centre 
Rituals: Sept 2lst - Autumn Equinox 
Oct 31 st - Samhain 
Dec 21st - Winter Solstice/Yule 
Details: Tel: Sarah 01736-787522 

Earth Moot Penzance - 3rd Mon 
' 7 .30pm Healing Room, Archie 
~ Browns Tel: Rory 01736-787872 

Redruth/Truro/Falmouth- 3rd Mon 
7.30pm Tel: Ann 01872-863970 

' Bodmin - lst Weds Tel: Wendy 
01208-832977 


